Seventynine percent of the 2000 withdrawals were from surface water, and the remainder was from ground water. About 85 percent of total withdrawals were freshwater because it is required for many uses. The saline withdrawals were nearly all from surface water. California, Texas, and Florida withdrew the most water; together they accounted for one fourth of all water withdrawals in 2000. Publicwater suppliers deliver water to users for household (domestic), indus trial, commercial, and other purposes. If a home is not connected to a public supply system, the household needs its own water supply. Typically homes in urban settings are served by public supply systems, rural homes have their own wells, and suburban homes may have either source of water. During 2000, about 43.5 million people had their own water supply, using about 3,590 Mgal/d, most of which was ground water. During 1950, 62 percent of the population was served by public supplies; by 2000 this had risen to 85 percent.
What
• Withdrawals totaled 408 billion gallons per day in 2000
• Freshwater withdrawals were 85 percent of the total
• Seventy-nine percent of total withdrawals were from surface water Federal, State, and local agencies play a key role in the collection and dissemi nation of wateruse data. The USGS, by compiling and publishing wateruse estimates for the Nation, provides water resource planners with the information needed to address problems involving waterresource allocation and environ mental impact. Having access to these data allows engineers, scientists, and policy makers to assess current and future wateruse needs.
